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' Nixon would be “the best witness” on a 
number of points, including the' back- - 
ground of the so-called Huston plan that ; 

legally openea me mau ut -urged presidential approval of a wide ; 

S,“L„ polBid.^- including ^ Richard »»* ^ 

Ninon,. Edward Kennedy and' ^ubert Decrying the CIA’s “lack of acc'ountabti- 
..Humphrey; as part of its ?0-year maU ip- ,m*}ty" Church emphasised 1 again yesterday - 

ta. ji nrrtfrrnm' '(ST .fiiterffeDtilifi all fiMdl 



The Central '^Intelligence Agency ^U : . ; 
legally opened 4he ‘ mail of “selected 



' tercept program, it was disclosed 
day. 



-v«ve--,. .. v -umstP- 

. ...This chairman of- the., $enafe?fntelU- 
gencc .committee,, Frank Church "OBrWa- 
' ho), spid investigators even found a let- 
ter he wrote to his mothee-in-law in the 
CLA's files, 

Church made the disclosures at a fast- 



uui MiM w ww y*. ■» -e— — * . 

' - that its program hr ih'.ei'fieptlpg all mail 
" . ; to and from .fhe ISoylct^U^on; . began 
. around 1952, ton^btfbr^^ljfie.House: ap- 

ft* . A l. I ^ 1 (V 



. around ivo*, 

• proval was sought, aijd ecdcSi',oiitly'l.i» 
almost three years after the Huston 
was presumed dead- ft... 4 s.-, ft.-,,.; vk > 

Working from a :^*feh^“W>ich ^ 

retired CIA counter- graphed many of the,lettervj?.Ut:the origi- 
intelligence chief James -Angleton and . nal> ^ ma y stream, and had j. 

ended with a renewed move to call Nixon ^ co £ les ciA headquarters her?, 

as a witness. >ft • .-SJC. ’ Church said the CIA evidently strayed 

The il-member committee agreed later — J 

at a closed-door meeting that the, ex- 
President’s testimony was “needed” on a 



moving committee hearing that began 1 *- 1 
-with Jtsstimony from * ”* ’* 



. bVOMIUVMJ — — 

ft, wide range of issues raised by Senate in* 

“• vestigation of g o v e r nment intelligence . 
. . agencies. The -committee’s chief botiniel, 
Fritz Schwarz,, was told torfbegin negotia- 
tions with Nixon’s attorneys . in hopes of . 
securing his appearance without a sub- 
poena. >-•: J' ft-. 

Church said the committee agreed, that 
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‘Watch List” _xepeitedly and- 
opened the mail of many prominent Amer- * 
,ican citizens and i nsti tutions. , that had, netft , 
even been targeted. for surveillance. > 

_ In addition to bis oWn and Nixon’s mail, ... 

Church said, this Included correspondence . ; 
’’ to or from the late civil rights leader Mar- 
tin ^Luther King Jr. and. his wlfe-v Jay 
Rockefeller; Sens. Humphrey and Edward 

See CHURCH, A5, Col. 1 
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Kennedy; Rep. Bella Abzug (D-N.Y.), and 
Federal Reserve Board chairman Arthur 
F. Burns. 

Mail belonging to Harvard University, 
the Ford Foundation and the Rockefeller 
Foundation was also secretly opened, 
Church said. Committee aides said much 
of it was found in a special CIA file set 
side for correspondence to and from 
“selected American politicians.” 

Church said it included a June, 1968, let- 
ter written by Nixon speechwriter Ray 
Price in Moscow and addressed to Nixon 
at his Yew York law firm while he was 
campaigning for the presidency. 

The letter Church sent, during a trip to 
the Soviet Union, was addressed to his 
mother-in-law, Mrs. Chase Clark, in Boise 
in 1971. 

Angleton, who directed the mail inter- 
cept program from 1955 to 1973, readily 
acknowledged that it was illegal, but re- 
peatedly defended it as vital to national 
security. 

“From a counterintelligence point of 
view, it was vitally important to know ev- 
erything possible about contacts between 
U.S. citizens and Communist countries,” 
Angleton maintained. 

Angleton repeatedly protested that “the 
nature of the threat” posed by the Soviet 
Union was not sufficiently appreciated 
these days. 

“When I look at the map today -and see 
the weakness of power of this country, 
that is what shocks me,” he told the com- 
mittee.' . 

Sen. Robert Morgan (D-N.C.) replied 
that what shocked him was the violation 
of individual rights that the mail opening 
project represented. 

Angleton also was taken to task over 
testimony he gave at a closed session of 
the committee on Sept. 12, when he said 



Former CIA counterintelligence chief Janies Angleton testifying. 



he found it "inconceivable that a secret in- 
telligence arm of the government has to 
comply with all the overt orders of the 
government." 

Challenged by one senator after another 
about the remark, Angleton called himself 
“rather imprudent” for having said it, but 
refused to say that he didn’t mean it. 

In testimony before the committee 
Tuesday, former White House aide Tom 



Charles Huston, who presided over the 
drafting of the controversial 1970 plan for 
stepped-up domestic spying, protested that 
so far as he was aware, neither he nor 
President Nixon knew that some of the il- 
legal activities proposed in the plan — such 
as the mail opening by the CIA — had been 
going on for years. 

Huston derided the notion that he had 
been some sort of spy-agency czar at the 
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with, . , ... 

deep “distrustof the American people 
Prepared hy Huston, thepaper, asserted 
that “hundred*, perbap* r topusa^ , of 
< *Am*rlcimWK^ ; 

bur 

' their elder*, particularly In the media and 
ithe academic community, were unwlUing ; ■] 
to believelt -'J ,' *■ ' 

Mondale charted that the document 



Mondale charged that' the document 

1 nola *ear?of the American people”. In- 
" ; *tM ^f wn c iudl n g .that “we had_ a bad 



steam m^eenuusuna wav w 

war. f that' had $'be stopped," hl%om- ; 

' plained, tiie Nixon Whito ^w chaaei to-. 
<:: s^itb^smmect peopleand..,*ayu^ ! need * . 
•' moreeounterinte lHgen cc.**' r. >■ 

■ f: '* f gfafam- Wisa fritert- ■ “tt k aot in- my' - 
view, paranoia,” he said. 






